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North Caucasian Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus septentrionalis Lorenz, 1883), the only native sub-species of 
Common Pheasant in Europe, occurred in north-eastern Black Sea region, northern and north-western Caspian 
Sea region and along the rivers of Trans-Caucasia [1]. Wild populations were nearly destroyed at many areas 
by late 1950th due to uncontrolled hunting. Since early of 1960th tens of thousands of pheasants from a number 
of local farms have been released in the North Caucasus and Lower Volga. The farms reared mostly Ring-
necked (“hunting”) Pheasants imported from Eastern Europe while native pheasants were never been captive-
bred. Hunting demand for pheasants is very high presently which promotes further producing and introduction 
of Ring-necked Pheasants and loss of local sub-species genotype due to cross-breeding. 
 
Protection of native Pheasant is only possible through development of artificial breeding of this sub-species for 
meeting of the hunter’s needs and gradual replace of Ring-necked Pheasants [2]. It is necessary to find “pure” 
populations which could exist in the areas where no introduction occurred. Then, based on experience of our 
work with other native Pheasant sub-species [3,4] we can start the experimental captive breeding of North 
Caucasian Pheasant.  
 
In 2016 we undertook the literature review and questionnaire survey to find out the scale of pheasant release in 
the range of native sub-species. Additionally, field research was conducted in April for clarification of the 
pheasant status at some suitable sites in Kabardino-Balkaria and North Ossetia-Alania republics of the North 
Caucasus. Our investigations revealed that during last 50 years the “hunting” pheasants have been released at 
the plenty of sites within the historical distribution of a native sub-species, especially in western and central 
parts of Trans-Caucasia. Therefore no “genetically pure” North Caucasian Pheasants can be found at most part 
of former range of a native sub-species. However, some information suggests that local populations of native 
Pheasant could survive in the central part of the Volga Delta and in lower Terek valley where likely no release 
occurred. Further investigations will be conducted during 2017 for clarification of the pheasant status at these 
areas. 

References 

[1] Potapov R.L. (1987). Genus Phasianus Linnaeus, 1758. Pheasant. In: Birds of USSR. Galliformes, 
Gruiformes. Leningrad. P. 119-135 (in Russian).  

[2] Solokha A.V., Y.E. Komarov & A.V. Yakimov (2016). On the distribution and number of Pheasant in the 
south of central Trans-Caucasia // Proceedings of the XVIII International Sci. Conf. “Biological diversity of 
the Caucasus and Southern Russia” (Groznyi, Nov. 4-5 2016). Part II. Groznyi. P. 319-322 (in Russian). 

[3] Solokha A.V. (1987). Captive breeding of Khiva Pheasant. In: Breeding of valuable and rare animals. 
Collection book of the Central Laboratory of Hunting Management of the Hunting Dept. of the RSFSR. 
Moscow. P. 14-24 (in Russian). 

[4] Solokha A.V. (1989). Biological peculiarities of some Central Asian sub-species of the Pheasant during 
captive breeding. In: Zooculture of valuable and rare birds and mammals. Collection book of the Central 
Laboratory of Hunting Management of the Hunting Dept. of the RSFSR. Moscow. P. 69-82 (in Russian). 

 
 
Keywords: North Caucasian pheasant, release, captive breeding 
 
 


